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Part III - The Installer 

By Joe Wankerl and Steven 

Disbrow 

Perhaps the least used portion ol 
IIGS System Software is the 
Installer. The first place you are 
likely to encounter the Installer is on 
the IIGS System.Tools disk. Since 
IIGS System Software Is becoming 
more complex with each release, a 
utility such as the Installer is needed 
to ensure that users have a means 
of quickly, easily, and correctly 
installing these updates. In this final 
installment of the 'Beginner's Guide 
To System Disks,” we'll find out whal 
the Installer is ail about and how to 


get the most out of It. 

What It is 

The Installer is a utility, written by 
Apple Computer, Inc. and (initially) 
provided on the System.Tools dek 
of each IIGS System Software 
release, that allows software 
publishers to provide users with an 
easy way to install their software. 
Instead of forcing users to copy files 
using the Finder or some other 
utility, the installer ailowB publishers 
to automate the installation process 
by the uss of Installer scripts. These 
scripts contain instructions that tell 
the Installer which files need to be 
copied and where fhey need to be 
copied to. 
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Continued from page 1 — 

Since Apple stresses using the 
instaler so much, EGO Systems has 
licensed the Apple IIGS System 
Software tor use with GS+ Magazine. 
On each issue's disk you will find the 
Installer along with several Installer 
scripts that will allow you to quickly and 
easily install the software on toe disk. 

How To Use It 

Using the Installer is simple. Let's say 
you want to install an EGOed update on 
the latest issue's disk. Alter starting up 
your computer, insert the GS+ dak into a 
drive and run the Installer. It is important 
to remember that the Installer only 
recognizes the scripts that are in the 
8cripts folder on the <fisk that it is run 
trom. So, in this case, it is very important 
that you run the Installer from toe GS+ 
disk and not from your System .Tools 
disk! 

When the Installer window appears, you 
will see, on the left hand side of toe 
window, a list of the scripts Ihal are on 
toe G8+ dak. The InstaHer refers to 
these scripts as updates. On toe right 
hand side of the window is an icon 
showing the name of toe disk or folder 
that will be the target of the installation. 
Below this icon is a list which, tor 
updates that can go in a folder oi your 
chooeing, will show ail of toe files and 
folders in toe target directory. Since the 
EGOed update can only go in toe 
System :Desk.Accs folder of your bod 


volume, this listing will be empty. 

Now, click on the line that says EGOed so 
that it becomes highlighted. When you first 
start the Installer, the default target disk for 
updates is your bod cfisk, so that should be 
toe disk that appears in the right hand side 
d the window. So, ail you have to do at this 
point is dick toe "Install'' button. The 
Installer will then begin copying toe 
appropriate files from the GS+ disk to your 
startup dak. If necessary. It will prompt you 
to swap disks when needed. Thafs all 
there is to it. 

One quirk about the Installer is that when 
you install files into the ‘System folder, the 
Installer will force you to restart your 
computer when you try to quit from it. So be 
sure you do ail of your updates at one time. 

Why Use The Installer? 

Only a few days ago, Apple Computer, Inc. 
released Apple IIGS System Software 
vS.0j 3. This update comes on two 3.5-iich 
dakettes. Since there are numerous 
enhancements in this new version of toe 
System Software, you will probably want to 
take advantage of it as soon as possible. 
So, when you finally get your copy of 
System Software v5.03, how do you best 
take advantage of it? Weil, if you dvft 
have a hard disk, what you will probably 
want to do is jusl make a backup copy of 
toe new System.Diak and just start up yinr 
computer with that. However, if you mb 
using a hard disk, you probably have a 
need tor several of the files on both dista. 
But, which ones do you copy for yur 
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Continued from page 3..... 

particular configuration? For example, 
where is the new driver fils that will let 
you use your 3.Stnch UniOisk drive? 
You can spend a few minutes 
searching both of the update risks aid 
copy over the file when you find hJ. . . 
but, is it just one file? Even if H is, 
where does that one file go? The 
Installer knows the answer to all those 
questions. 

Suppose you don't care about any of 
that UniOisk junk. You just want to get 
the new System Software on your hard 
disk as quickly as possible. Which files 
do you copy? Which files do you 
delete? Are you sure? 

Speaking of copying files, do you have 
to use the Finder? Will Copy 11+ do the 
job? What if some of the files in the 
update are those silly forked' files? 
Copy 11+ can't handle those! 

The Installer, by the use of script files, 
knows which files to copy and which to 
delete. If you were to do all of the 
copying by hand, there is a big 
probability that you'd forget a hie and 
your system woulctol work like it 
should. The Installer, on the other 
hand, will follow the instructions that it 
finds in the script hie and copy 
everything needed. The Installer also 
knows how to copy hies with resource 
forks, so you doni have to worry about 
that. Also, by automating the hie 
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copying procedure, you no longer have to 
figure out which files to copy or where to put 
them. All you have to do is select the 
update you want to install, select the disk 
volume you want to install it on, dick the 
"Install' button, and swap risks when you 
are asked to do so! 

Taking A Hint 

In the year or so since the Installer wa 3 first 
introduced to the IIGS community, I have 
heard several dozen people ask Apple 
representatives the question, "Why doesnl 
the new System Software work for me?" In 
each case the reply has been, "Did you use 
the Installer?" If you doni use the Installer 
to update your System Software, the first 
thing you will be fold to do is reirtstd! ItQthis 
time with the Installer. Basically what Apple 
Is saying is, Th8 Installer works. Take toe 
hint and use it! If you still have a problem, 
let us know." 

But it isnt just AppieOnany other 
companies are starting to take advantage of 
the Installer and insisting that people use it. 

It cuts down on the number of problems (hat 
users have due to faulty installations and, 
therefore, reduces the time that is spent 
answering the technical support phones. 

The End Of The Road 

This brings us to the end of our "Beginner's 
Guide To System Disks." By now, you 
should have a handle on what IIGS System 
Software is, what it does, and how to make 
sure you get the most out of any future 
versions of System Software. (Use the 
Installer!) Bui, if you still have questions 


about IIGS System Software, cfen t fngst that the 
cpfctaMt way to team about your computer ts to 
pul cut the manuals and than si down at te 
computer and use t IT that doesn't hefe ask at 
your next User Giwp meeting Thafs what thay 
are there lor. 


Fteprtrtedwth fit pennitetoncfGS* Magazine 
and EGO Systems. This aittde is CepyrtgM 
1991 by EGO Systems. For more Motmaflon 
on GS* Magazine, write to: GS+ Megaztoe, P. 
0. Box 15366, Chattanooga TN, 3741SKQ6G. 

Or cal (615) 87<Mfl60 between fl *m. and 6 
p.m. EST, Monday fnxjgiFtfcby. 
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THE WORDS HIDDEN IN THIS GRID MAY RUN: 

HORIZONTALLY FROM LEFT TO RIGHT AND VERTICALLY FROM TOP TO BOTTOM 
HORIZONTALLY FROM RIGHT TO LEFT AND VERTICALLY FROM BOTTOM TO TOP 
DIAGONALLY IN ALL DIRECTIONS. 
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For Sale or Trade: 


Pamt/Writ^Drarr by Actrvison — $20 


Ptintabop — $10 

PrintShop Comparicn — $10 

Printshop Graphics lib #2 — $5 

Printehop Graphics Lib Holiday — $6 
Graphics Expander Vd.l — $5 

Sa-Fi Classics by Infooom — $16 

5.25* Disk Nothoei (New) - $4 
Various Apple Manuals ~$l-$6 


Contact Neal at 370-9527 Vdoe 
363-0861 BBS 


Hits want Ad could ba tmiziO 

Wut adE an fret to paid WAG 
members. Just auSact I ml by the 1st oi 
ouftnoodk to grt yaw adia ostia* I 
will na tb« ad as bag as It taka to sdl 
the tan, as knag as qpaot allows aadao 
oae eh* mate to pfcca aa ad. 


BBS Nows 

By Nad Layton 

Well not to much has bean 
happening lately on the BBS 
Haas. By tbe time you read this 
article I should h awe a saw 
modem odbe. The WAC BBS 
will be one of the few Apple // 
only bulletin boards that will 
allow tbe use of Hi-Speed 
modems. I have ordered a new 
Practical Peripherals 

'PM144QGFXMT 14400 

Data/FAX Modem. With this 
new modem cellars will be able 
to call at 14400bps!! That's 6 
the current nrunrimum cf 
2400bps. Hcpefflly thdt change 
wffl. go smoothly and callers 
with only 1200 or 2400 bps 
went be affected to much. 
Maybe at tbe meeting I win be 
able to give a demo of the new 
speed Fm not sure if we can 
pull it off but we wfll see. 

Our little Apple // BBS has 
had over 4300 calls and still 
counting. If you haven't got a 
modem yet you should get coe 
just to see what ycu’uce been 
missing the last couple of years. 
There is a whole canmimity 
online waiting for you to call!! 
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Membership Application 
Willamette Apple Connection, Inc 
An Apple II Gr Compatible User Group 
P.O.Box 7252 Salem, OR 9730>D053 
Voice 636-5670 BBS 363-0661 



Please tot computers) and aoftvwe you 
use regularly: 


Please tot areas of Merest (l.e. DTP, 
grapNcs, spieadsheets.etc.): 


Mertxfihptoe is $15.00 amuaiy. 


Please matoyotf chactcspayabte to: VMfamaeAppaCornectian, toe. 



USER GROUP 

CON “ N "E • C' T IflN 


Willamette Apple Connection, Inc. 

P.O.Bcoc7252 

Salem, OR 97303-0063 


TO: 


